NEW  MILL  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDieTiL  OFFICER  OF  HE^RtH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1902. 


Mr.  Ch.airman  and  Gentlemen. 

AlthoiRyh  there  has  not  been  a  single 
house  built  in  your  district  during  the  past 
yt^ai’,  I  am  glad  to  i)e  fible  to  i  eport  that  16 
more  Iiouses  have  been  occupied  tlian  in  1901. 
Tliere  are  now  lO.SO  occupied,  and  51  unoccu¬ 
pied  dwellings,  not  including  those  that  are 
dilapidated.  Of  these  unoccupied  houses  22 
;tre  in  Pulstone,  26  in  Scholes,  and  3  in  Hep- 
worth.  There  is,  therefore,  plenty  of  house 
accommodation  in  Fulstone  and  Scholes, 
hut  there  is  some  scarcity  in  Hepworth. 

The  houses  are  generally  well  built,  and 
have  ample  air  space,  hut  many  are  built 
into  the  hill  sides,  and  are  therefore  damp, 
and  some  in  exposed  situations  are  not  proof 
against  the  rain. 

In  the  more  populous  parts  the  surround¬ 
ings  of  the  houses  and  the  roads  h.ive  been 
improved  in  tidiness  and  cleanline.ss  during 
t  he  last  few  years  by  the  erection  of  public 
dust-bins. 

Sewerage. 

A  scheme  of  main  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  has  been  adopted,  and  a  consider¬ 
able  portion  of  the  work  has  been  done 
during  the  past  year.  In  addition  about  930 
yards  of  public  sewers  have  been  laid  at 
Magnum,  Harden,  and  Deershaw,  and  500 
yards  of  private  drains. 

The  need  for  proper  sewers  at  Paris  and 
Scholes  Moor  Bottom  has  been  brought, 
before  the  Council  frequently  for  manv 
years.  I  am  now  informed  that  sewers  will 
l)e  laid  there  as  soon  as  the  main  sewers  are 
finished.  This  work  is  iwgently  needed,  and 
should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

During  a  house  to  house  inspection  of  part 
of  the  district  including  Scholes  Moor. 
Flowery  Field,  Hade  Edge,  the  Law,  etc.  I 
Avas  very  much  impressed  with  the  ineffi¬ 
ciency  of  small  diainage  arrangements.  In 
this  neighbourhood  the  separate  houses  or 
small  groups  of  houses  are  drained  directly 
on  to  the  land  or  into  small  cesspools.  At 
most  of  the  places  there  was  some  defect  at 
one  point  or  another.  The  owneis  and  occu- 
pieis  are  very  indiffeient  and  will  scarcely 
lift  a  stone  out  of  the  wav  of  their  own 
accord.  Some  of  these  defects  have  been 
remedied,  but  this  district  will  require  con¬ 
stant  supervision,  and  the  whole  subject  will 
be  reconsidered  in  connection  with  the 
water  supply,  as  it  might  seem  hard  for 
owners  to  be  required  to  make  alterations 
now  and  als('  when  tlie  long-expected  water 
is  put  into  the  houses. 


Scavenging. 

The  privies  aie  emptied  by  the  Council’s 
workmen.  The  system  evidently  requires 
further  development  because  moi'e  com¬ 
plaints  are  made  to  me  about  over  full 
privies  than  about  anything  else.  The  puh- 
lic  should  be  encouraged  to  send  information 
to  the  Council’s  Offices  before  their  privies 
are  fidl,  and  such  requests  should  be 
promptly  attended  to.  Serious  nuisances 
have  been  caused  during  the  past  year  by 
tbe  Council’s  workmen  who  have  thianvu 
the  contents  of  privies  outside  and  left  them 
for  weeks,  and  the  heaps  have  been  scatt  ered 
.abroad  by  children  playing  among  them. 
There  ai’e  still  many  places  where  several 
families  join  at  the  same  closet,  and  many 
of  them  are  very  dilapidated.  However,  5 
new  ashes  closets  ha.ve  been  built,  and  4  re¬ 
constructed  during  the  year.  All  this  is  very 
elementary,  but  the  suiqect  is  of  great  im¬ 
portance  not  only  for  its  bearing  on  the 
physical  health  of  t  he  people,  but  also  on  the 
cultivation  of  good  manners  and  a  sense  of 
decency. 

Water  Supply. 

Application  for  borrowing  powers  has 
been  made,  and  an  inquiry  has  been  held 
relative  to  the  construct  ion  of  another  reser¬ 
voir,  and  the  laying  of  mains  for  the  supply 
of  some  of  those  pans  of  tbe  district  which 
have  not  got  a  good  supply  of  water. 

Lodging  Houses.— Hheve  are  no  common 
lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  no  offensive 
trades. 

Slaugther  Llouses. — There  are  only  two 
slaughter  houses  and  these  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  state. 

Cowsheds. — There  aie  20  cowsheds  regis¬ 
tered.  A  few  of  these  are  modern  and  suit¬ 
able,  but  others  are  in  old  buildings  and  not 
in  accordance  Muth  modern  ideas. 

Ra/be7mw,se.§.— There  is  only  one  bakehouse 
known  to  me.  Oatcake  which  is  hawked 
about  the  country  is  baked  in  it.  The  build¬ 
ing  is  modern,  quite  suitable  for  the  purpose, 
and  well  kept  in  every  respect. 

Factories  and.  Workshops.— There  are  20 
workshops  in  the  district,  all  of  which  have 
been  inspected.  8  of  them  are  tailors’  or 
clothiers’  workshops,  including  2  where 
dressmaking  is  also  done,  and  tliree  which 
are  on  a  small  sc.ile  are  described  as  domestic 
workshops.  The  rest  comprise  boot  and 
shoe-makers,  doggers,  joiners,  blacksmiths. 
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inecliMiiics,  and  flock-makers  workshops,  and 
the  ahove-nientioned  bakehouse.  At  the 
time  when  inspected,  and  considering  the 
kind  of  work,  the  condition  of  all  these  work¬ 
shops  was  satisfactory  as  regards  cleanli¬ 
ness,  airspace,  means  of  ventilation,  dryziess 
of  floors,  and  sanitary  conveniences. 

It  seems  it  is  not  the  custom  here  to  send 
out  work  to  private  houses,  and  no  list  of 
outwoi  kers  is  needed. 

The  question  of  means  of  exit  from  fac¬ 
tories  in  case  of  fire  was  considered  by  a 
Committee  of  this  Council  last  year,  and 
they  were  of  opinion  that  considering  that 
;ill  the  factories  were  woollen  factories,  and 
built  before  1892,  and  that  the  number  of 
persons  employed  is  in  no  case  very  lai'ge, 
tbe  means  of  exit  in  case  of  fire  are  sufficient 
in  all  the  factories  in  the  district. 

Nuisances. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  informs  me  that 
;it  the  end  of  1901  there  were  51  nuisances 
undei-  consideration.  During  1902,  30  other 
cases  were  reported  to  or  discovered  by  him. 
34  were  abated  during  the  year,  and  at  the 
end  of  tbe  year  about  50  remained  unabated, 
i)ecanse  it  was  necessary  to  wait  for  the 
completion  of  the  main  sewers. 

12  legal  notices  were  issued,  but  no  legal 
proceedings  needed  to  be  taken. 

19  sinks  were  disconnected  from  the 
sewers,  and  4  sink  pipes  were  trapped. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  was 
adopted  in  1896.  The  number  of  certificates 
received  in  1897  was  5,  in  1898  6,  in  1899  9,  in 
1900  9,  in  1901  8,  and  in  1902  the  number  was 
47. 

Tbe  Council  have  joined  the  “Colne  and 
Holme  Joint  Hospital  Board,”  who  are  about 
to  build  a  hospital  at  Meltham  Moor. 

There  is  a  small-pox  hospital  at  Moor  Top, 
Meltham,  to  which  cases  may  be  sent  if 
necessary. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  increased  number  of  inhabited  houses 
seems  to  indicate  that  instead  of  a  decrease 
of  population  thei-e  has  probably  been  a 
slight  increase.  I  have  therefore  estimated 
t  he  population  at  the  middle  of  1902  at  4656. 

Births. — The  births  of  124  infants  were 
registered  during  the  past  year  ;  of  these  65 
weie  boys,  and  .59  were  girls.  They  made  a 
birth-1  ate  of  26  6  per  thousand  persons  living 
in  the  district  per  annum,  and  left  an  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  of  52. 

The  average  birth-rate  for  the  previous 
six  yeai's  was  29'7  per  1,000.  The  birth-rate 
for  England  and  Wales  for  1902  was  28’6  per 
1,000. 

Deaths, — 69  deaths  were  registered  within 
the  district,  but  two  deaths  of  persons 
belonging  to  this  district  occurred  in  Dean- 
house  Workhouse,  and  one  in  an  asylum, 
making  a  total  of  72,  of  whom  34  were  males, 

and  38  females,  and  giving  a  death-rate  of 
15’ 4-  per  1,000. 

The  average  rate  for  the  six  previous  years 
was  16'7. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1902  was  163,  hut  that  for  the  country  dis¬ 
tricts,  omitting  the  towns,  was  15’3,  which 
is  nearly  the  same  as  that  for  your  district. 


It  is  noteworthy  that  the  death-rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded. 

Tbe  number  of  deaths  and  the  rate  for 
each  township  are  :  — 

Fulstone  30,  making  a  death-rate  of  14 '6  per 

1,000. 

Hepworth  17,  making  a  death-rate  of  16‘1  per 

1,000. 

Scholes  25,  making  a  death-rate  of  16  0  per 

1,000. 

Infantile  Moi  tality .  —  \1  infants  died  before 
attaining  the  age  of  12  months,  making  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  1371  per  1,000 
births. 

Disease.  The  following  diseases  were 
certified  as  the  causes  of  the  72  deaths  : — 

Rate 

Scarlet  Fever  2. .  -4  per  1,000 

Whooping  Cough  1..  '2  ,, 


Zymotic  Diseases  3. .  '6 


Rate 

per  1,000  per 

Laryngitis  or  Croup  1..  '2  annum. 


Influenza 

2.. 

•4 

Septic  Cellulitis 

1.. 

•2 

Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular 

8.. 

1-7 

Diseases  . . 

1. . 

•2 

Cancer 

4. . 

•8 

Bronchitis 

7.. 

15 

Pneumonia 

11. . 

2-3 

Premature  Birth 

1  Disease  of  Parturi- 

2.. 

•4 

tion 

1.. 

•2 

He;irt  Disease  . . 

10.. 

2-1 

Accidents 
“  All  other  Dis- 

3.. 

•6 

eases.” 

18. 

38 

Zymotic  Diseases 

3.. 

•6 

Total 

72.. 

154 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  very  low, 
viz.,  'O.  It  was  caused  by  the  two  deaths 
from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one  from  Whooping 
Cough.  The  death-rates  from  Phthisis  and 
Cancer  were  rather  high.  That  from  dis¬ 
eases  of  the  lungs  (other  than  Phthisis)  was 
very  high. 

The  weather  last  summer  was  so  cold  and 
wet  that  diseases  of  the  lungs  became  very 
prevalent,  and  the  number  of  death  in  the 
summer  quarter  instead  of  being  the  lowest 
was  the  highest  of  the  year.  On  the  other 
hand  there  was  no  death  due  to  Diarrrhoea. 

The  official  table  No.  IV  attached  to  this 
report  shows  that  the  mortality  was  pretty 
evenly  divided  among  the  three  townships; 
but  there  was  an  excess  of  deaths  due  to 
Consumption  and  Inflammation  of  the 
Lungs  in  Fulstone. 

Notification  Returns. — During  the  past 
year  I  have  received  47  certificates  under 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Act.  They  referred 
to 

2  cases  of  Diphtheria  at  Piper  House  and 
Brown’s  Edge. 

2  cases  of  Erysipelas  at  Jackson  Bridge 
and  the  Monument. 

2  cases  of  Typhoid  at  Scholes  and  Scholes 
Moor  Bottom. 

41  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  which  were  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows  : — 

Fulstone  17,  Hepworth  12,  Scholes  12. 
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In  March  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  oc¬ 
curred  in  New  Mill,  hut  the  epidemic  does 
not  appear  to  have  spread  fiom  them.  It 
begun  with  several  cases  reported  simulta¬ 
neously  at  the  end  of  April,  among  the 
children  attending  the  Church  of  England 
School  at  Hepworth.  One  of  the  cases 
reported  early  was  that  of  a  girl  who  was 
already  in  the  desquamating  stage.  It  is 
almost  certain  she  introduced  the  disorder 
into  the  school,  and  was  the  cause  of  this 
serious  epidemic.  Whence  she  got  the  infec¬ 
tion  I  do  not  know.  For  two  or  three  years 
hack  there  have  been  in  this  district,  and  in 
the  neighbouring  districts,  isolated  cases 
which  have  been  notified  and  so  dealt  with 
that  the  disease  did  not  apparently  spread 
from  them.  There  have  also  been  many 
other  s)ispected  cases  which  w  ere  discovered 
too  late  for  verification,  or  for  preventive 
measures  of  any  kind.  Probably  there  were 
many  mild  cases  that  W'ere  not  even 
suspected. 

The  Church  of  England  and  the  Endowed 
Schools  were  closed,  and  also  at  a  later  date 
the  Infant  School  at  Scholes.  The  epidemic 
cont inued  to  spread  until  the  end  of  June, 
but  Jackson  Bridge  and  not  Hepworth  was 
the  chief  centre.  I  saw  the  parents  in  every 
case,  and  urged  them  to  keep  the  patients  as 
completely  isolated  as  their  circumstances 
permitted.  The  houses  were  afterwards 


fumigated.  Fortunately  the  disease  did  not 
flourish  in  New  Mill  itself,  although  two 
cases  were  taken  there,  and  it  did  not  extend 
to  any  of  t  he  outlying  parts  of  the  district. 
What  appeared  to  he  the  last  of  the  series 
was  reported  on  the  8th  of  July.  But  I  am 
sorry  to  say  a  single  case  was  reported  at 
Scholes  Moor  at  Christmas,  and  two  cases 
already  several  weeks  old,  at  Short  Horns 
in  January  of  this  year.  It  is  possible  other 
such  cases  may  arise,  and  if  so  it  is  very 
important  that  they  should  be  at  once  re¬ 
ported,  and  not  concealed  as  some  ignorant 
and  selfish  people  would  like  to  do. 

Two  children  died  as  the  result  of  this  epi¬ 
demic,  and  39  others  suffered  from  an  illness 
more  or  less  severe,  and  which  might  have 
been  fatal  in  their  cases. 

Of  other  infectious  diseases  measles, 
whooping  cough,  and  chicken  pox  have  been 
epidemic  in  parts  of  the  district.  One  child 
died  from  whooping  cough.  In  September, 
the  Infant  School  at  Scholes  was  closed  on 
account  of  measles. 

Having  received  information  that  a  person 
from  this  district  had  been  in  danger  of  con¬ 
tracting  stnall-pox,  I  vaccinated  the  party 
the  same  day.  The  incuhature  period  is 
long  since  past,  and  there  is  no  likelihood  of 
any  trouble  from  that  source. 


ALBERT  THORP, 


HOLMFIRTH, 

February  14th,  1903. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1902  and 

Previous  Years. 


Y  EAR. 

Popula¬ 
tion 
estimat 
ed  to 

Births. 

Deaths  under 
One  Year  of 
Age. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages.  Total. 

Deaths  of 
Non¬ 
residents 
regist’i-ed 
in  Piihlie 

Deaths  of 
H  esid’nts 
Regist’r’d 
in  Puldic 
Institu¬ 
tions 
beyond 
the 

District. 

N  ETT 

Deaths  at 
ALL  Ages 

BELONGING 

TO  THE 

District. 

Middle 
of  each 
Year. 

No. 

Rate.* 

No. 

Kate 
per  1000 
Births 
regist’d 

No. 

Rate.* 

Institu¬ 
tions  in 
the 

District. 

No. 

Rate* 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

4624 

132 

28-5 

16 

121-2 

85 

18  3 

1 

1 

85 

183 

1897 

4624 

161 

34-8 

25 

155-3 

91 

19  6 

91 

19-6 

1898 

4624 

136 

29-4 

14 

102-9 

67 

14  4 

1 

68 

14-7 

1899 

4624 

136 

29-4 

20 

147-0 

73 

15-7 

73 

15-7 

1900 

4624 

139 

30  0 

15 

107-9 

77 

16-6 

1 

2 

78 

16-8 

1901 

4624 

120 

25-9 

17 

141-6 

63 

13-6 

7 

70 

15-1 

Aveiages 
for  Years 
1896-1901 

4624 

137 

29-7 

17  8 

130-1 

76 

16-4 

77-5 

16  7 

1902 

4656 

124 

26-6 

17 

137-1 

69 

14-8 

3 

72 

15  46 

There  are  not  sufficient  data  to  conectly  estimate  population  from  1896-1900,  owing  to 
changes  of  boundaries,  etc.,  hut  it  would  not  vary  much  from  the  census  of  1901. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  1 

(exclusive  of  area  f 5680 
covered  by  water.)  j 


Total  population  at  all  ages 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
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7-5 

1047 

15 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1902. 


NOTIFIAHI.K  DISEASE. 

Cases  notified  in 

Whole  District. 

Total  Cases 
NOTIFIED  IN  Each 
Locality. 

No.  of 
cases 

remov¬ 
ed  to 
hospit’l 
from 
each 
locality 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

FULSTONE. 

HEPWORTH. 

SCHOLES. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upvv’rds 

Hep- 

worth. 

Diplitheria  .  . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas  . . 

2 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

41 

15 

20 

5 

1 

17 

12 

12 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

• 

1 

1 

2 

To  tills 

47 

15 

20 

G 

5 

1 

21 

12 

14 

1 
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I  . 
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TABLE  IV 


New  Mill  Urban  District. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1902. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District  at 
SUBJOINED  Ages. 

Deaths  in  or  belong¬ 
ing  TO  Localities, 
(at  all  .\ges.) 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1  Year. 

1  and 
under  5 

5  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Fulstone. 

Hepworth. 

Scholes. 

Scai-let  Fever 

2 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

1 

Croup 

1 

1 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Other  septic  diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

8 

4 

4 

5 

1 

2 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Bionchitis  .. 

7 

2 

5 

3 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  . . 

11 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

2 

Premature  Birth  .  . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  parturition 

1 

1 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

10 

4 

6 

5 

2 

3 

Accidents  . . 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

All  other  causes  ■  ■ 

18 

8 

1 

4 

5 

8 

3 

7 

All  causes 

72 

17 

7 

1 

5 

19 

23 

30 

17 

25 

Deanhouse  Woikhouse,  2. 


Asylum,  1. 
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NEW  MILL 


DISTRICT. 

—  ANNUAL  — 

REPORT 

OP  THE 

medical  orriccr 
.  .  or  Pcalil) 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT 

—  OF  — 

NEW  MILL, 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1902. 

HU  Collins  iSc  Co.  Ltd.,  Typos.,  Holmfirth. 


